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[57] ABSTRACT 

There is disclosed herein a fuel control useful for au- 
tomotive-type gas turbines and particularly advanced 
gas turbines utilizing variable geometry components to 
improve mileage and reduce pollution emission. The 
fuel control described compensates for fuel density 
variations, inlet temperature variations, turbine vane 
actuation, acceleration, and turbine braking. These pa- 
rameters are utilized to control various orifices, spool 
valves and pistons in a desired manner. 

14 Oaims, 8 Drawing Figures 
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AUTOMOTIVE GAS TURBINE FUEL CONTROL 
ORIGIN OF THE INVENTION 

The invention described herein was made by an em- 5 
ployee of the United States Govemmerit and may be 
manufactured and used by or for the Government for 
governmental purposes without the payment of any 
royalties thereon or therefor. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to improvements in the gas 
turbine engine fuel control that is described in my ear- 
lier U.S. Pat. No. 3,713,290. This previous device was 
invented to meet the requirements of a class of fixed 15 
geometry aircraft gas turbine engines. The acceleration 
law required a linear, altitude independent function of 
engine pressure ratio and, there was no requirement for 
corrected speed limiting. 

The fuel control of the present invention meets the 20 
requirements of current automotive gas turbine engines 
and accordingly the improvements made extend the 
functional capability of the earlier system to include the 
following: 

1. Nonlinear function of engine compression ratio 25 
acceleration law limit control; 

2. Corrected speed signal generation; 

3. Corrected speed limiting; 

4. Corrected speed actuation of variable engine ge- 
ometry; 30 

5. Deceleration cut-off; and 

6. Power turbine vane reversal for engine braking. 

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the foregoing, it is a primary 35 
object of the invention to provide an improvement of 
the pump circuit of U.S. Pat. No. 3,713,290 to obtain a 
corrected speed signal. 

It is a further object to provide an improvement of 
the earlier metering circuit to follow a non-linear, alti- 40 
tude independent function of engine pressure ratio. 

It is yet another object of the invention to provide 
means for corrected speed limiting. 

It is a further object to provide a corrected speed 
servomotor output having acceleration lead compensa- 45 
tion. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide 
means for corrected speed servomotor driven turbine 
vane reversal during vehicle braking. 

It is an additional object of this invention to provide 50 
a mechanical speed sensor that is responsive to speed for 
starting enrichment and to engine inlet air temperature 
for corrected speed limiting and is responsive to exter- 
nal adjustment for dimensional and fuel density com- 
pensation. 55 

These and other objects and features of the invention 
will be fully explained in the detailed description of the 
invention. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION ^ 

In summary, the fuel control of this invention utilizes 
a hydraulic mechanism for controlling the flow of fuel 
to an automotive gas turbine engine and for automati- 
cally adjusting engine components such as turbine noz- 
zle vane angles during various operational modes. The 65 
system provides: metered flow during acceleration in 
accordance with a non-linear, altitude independent 
function of pressure ratio; fuel delivery during decelera- 
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tion that is either complete cut-off or a low altitude 
dependent value; a corrected speed servomotor output 
with acceleration lead; automatic limiting of maximum 
corrected speed; and full range speed governing. 

As in U.S. Pat, No. 3,713,290, the metering and gov- 
erning systems derive their response to engine mechani- 
cal speed from the flow from a positive displacement 
pump that rotates at a speed proportional to engine 
mechanical speed; and the pressure gradient across the 
pump is maintained at substantially zero by a pressure 
regulator to prevent slip and to accomplish the meter- 
ing function. In the system of this invention, the flow 
from the positive displacement pump is utilized to ob- 
tain a corrected speed signal in addition to the mechani- 
cal speed signal that was obtained with the system of my 
earlier patent. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The principles of structure and methods taught by the 
invention are disclosed in the following specifications 
and claims which is taken in conjunction with the ac- 
companying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic drawing showing the interrela- 
tion of the fuel control, engine, and fuel reservoir; and 

FIG. 2 is a graphic presentation showing the general 
characteristic of the non-linear, altitude-independent 
function of pressure ratio required in acceleration me- 
tering to automotive gas turbine engines; and 

FIG. 3 is a schematic drawing of the hydraulic speed 
sensing and multiplying circuit employed in this inven- 
tion; and, 

FIG. 4 is a schematic drawing of the variable orifice 
system that controls the flow of fuel to the engine; and, 

FIG. 5 is a graphic presentation showing the general 
character of one of the variable orifices illustrated in 
FIG. 4; and, 

FIG. 6 schematically illustrates a configuration of 
flow restrictions that is utilized to provide: starting 
enrichment, corrected speed signal generation, -cor- 
rected speed limiting, and external means for flow deliv- 
ery adjustment; and, 

FIG. 7 is an opposite side view of a lever arm shown 
in FIG. 6; and, 

FIG. 8 is a schematic drawing of the corrected speed 
servomotor showing the relationship with the mechani- 
cal speed governor to obtain acceleration lead, and 
means for obtaining power tubrine vane reversal. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

In the schematic drawing of FIG. 1, fuel control 
body 1 is connected to the following; inlet conduit 2, 
discharge conduit 3, return conduit 4, engine driven 
shaft 5, servomotor out put link 6, compressor inlet 
temperature sensor 7 through sensor line 8; and com- 
pressor inlet pressure tube 49. Supply pump 9 draws 
fuel from reservoir 10 through conduit 11 and passes the 
fuel at elevated pressure into conduit 2. Shaft 5 is driven 
from the gas generator shaft (not shown) of engine 12. 
Fuel flowing from discharge conduit 3 passes into the 
fuel injection system (not shown) of engine 12 and ex- 
cess flow from pump 9 passes into reservoir 10 through 
return conduit 4. Servomotor output link 6 connects to 
control arm 13 of the power turbine vane (not shown) 
of engine 12. Shaft 14 connects the power turbine (not 
shown) of engine 12 to the vehicle transmission (not 
shown). Gas generator speed selection is through 
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power control lever 87 which is coupled to power con- 
trol spindle 88 in fuel control body 1. 

The altitude independent relationships describing 
acceleration and deceleration limits that are employed 
in the invention are: 

{W/NP^ = /5T2 + 

and 

(r/A^/»2) = 


( 1 ) 


( 2 ) 


10 


15 


30 


35 


where: 

Wf — Weight flow rate of fuel to engine 
Pj — Compressor inlet total pressure 
p^ — Compressor discharge total pressure 
K 2 — Constant 
— Constant 
— Constant 
N — Rotational speed of engine gas generator 
FIG. 2, which presents equations (1) and (2) graphi- 
cally illustrates typical relative magnitudes of the pa- 
rameters and the steady state characteristic of the en- 20 
gine. The relationships given by equations (1) and (2) 
are termed linear because they plot as straight lines on 
the coordinate used in FIG. 2, equation (1) having a 
positive slope and equation (2) having a slope of zero. 

As shown in FIG. 2, neither linear limit provides a close 25 
match to the nonlinear limit that is characteristic of the 
automotive gas turbine engine. The relationship of 
equation (2) is employed in the invention rather than the 
relation of equation (1) because, as will be shown, the 
relationship of equation (2) is more readily augmented 
to match the nonlinear requirement and requires sensing 
of one rather than two pressures. 

A corrected speed signal is required to meet the 
power turbine vane positioning requirement. This signal 
is not available in the fuel control of U.S. Pat. No. 
3,713,290. Accordingly the present invention employs a 
circuit that is a modification of the one used in the ear- 
lier invention. The modified hydromechanical circuit is 
drawn in FIG. 3. 

In the FIG. 3 circuit, fuel is delivered to inlet conduit 40 
2 from a pump such as pump 9 shown in FIG. 1. The 
components and passages of this configuration are 
housed in control body 1 as indicated by the dashed line 
rectangle. The flow paths in the circuit are indicated by 
arrows and are as follows. Excess flow from pump 9 45 
flows in conduit 15 to pressure regulator 16, from which 
the excess flow passes into return conduit 4. Conduit 2 
joins conduit 17 from which the flow divides into two 
paths, one being through positive displacement pump 18 
and the other through flow restriction 19. Pump 18 is 50 
driven by shaft 5 at a rotational speed that is propor- 
tional to the rotational speed of the engine gas genera- 
tor. Flow from pump 18 passes into conduit 20, through 
mechanical speed sensing flow restriction 21 into con- 
duit 22, through corrected speed sensing flow restric- 55 
tion 23 to pressure regulator 24 and from regulator 24 to 
return conduit 4. Flow passing through flow restriction 
19 passes through pressure regulator 25 and into dis- 
charge conduit 3. 

Pressure regulator 16 comprises free piston 26 and 60 
mating sleeve 27. Piston 26 moves axially to form a 
variable orifice by blocking a portion of the area of 
holes 28 in sleeve 27. Flow from conduit 15 passes into 
chamber 29 of regulator 16 from which it passes 
through holes 28 into return conduit 4. Chamber 30 of 65 
regulator 16 opens into conduit 20. Piston 26, respond- 
ing to the force resulting from the pressures in chambers 
29 and 30 throttles the flow through holes 28 to hold the 


pressure in chamber 29 equal to the pressure in chamber 
30 and thereby hold the pressure gradient across pump 
18 at substantially zero. Annulus 31 in piston 26 commu- 
nicates with chamber 29 through hole 32, thereby hold- 
ing the pressure in annulus 31 equal to the pressure in 
chamber 29. This pressure equalization prevents flow 
from chamber 30 to holes 28 through the piston to 
sleeve clearance. Because of the substantially zero pres- 
sure gradient across pump 18 and the prevention of flow 
from chamber 30, the volumetric flow rate through 
restriction 21 is substantially equal to the displacement 
rate of pump 18. 

The flow passing through restriction 21 is carried by 
conduit 22 to chamber 33 of pressure regulator 25. Reg- 
ulator 25 which is identical in configuration to regulator 
16 and performs in an identical way comprises piston 34 
and sleeve 35, sleeve 35 having holes 36, and piston 34 
having annulus 37 and hole 38. Chamber 33 of regulator 
25 opens into conduit 22 through conduit 39 and cham- 
ber 40 of regulator 25 connects to conduit 41. Accord- 
ingly regulator 25 holds the pressure in chamber 40 
equal to the pressure in chamber 33 and thereby holds 
the pressure downstream of restriction 19 substantially 
equal to the pressure downstream of restriction 21. As 
described previously, the pressure upstream of restric- 
tion 19 is held substantially equal to the pressure up- 
stream of restriction 21 by regulator 16. Because of the 
upstream and downstream pressure equalities, the pres- 
sure drop across restriction 19 is made equal to the 
pressure drop across restriction 21, As in the case of 
regulator 16, flow from chamber 33 to holes 36 through 
the clearance between piston 34 and sleeve 35 is pre- 
vented by the pressure equality between annulus 37 and 
chamber 33, therefore the volumetric flow through 
restriction 23 is substantially equal to the displacement 
rate of pump 18. In the circuit employed in U.S. Pat. 
No. 3,713,290, the pressure equality downstream of the 
restrictions equivalent to restrictions 21 and 19 is ob- 
tained by joining the two flow paths. The joining of the 
flow paths prohibits the utilization of the flow from 
pump 18 for corrected speed signal generation as is 
utilized in the present invention. 

Pressure regulator 24 comprises piston 42, mating 
sleeve 43 and bias spring 44. Piston 42 moves axially to 
form a variable orifice by blocking a portion of the area 
of holes 45 in sleeve 43. Flow from restriction 23 passes 
into chamber 46 of regulator 24 and through holes 45 to 
return conduit 4. Chamber 47 of regulator 24 communi- 
cates with discharge conduit 3 through conduit 48. 
Piston 42, responding to the forces resulting from the 
pressures in chambers 46 and 47 and the force applied 
by spring 44, throttles the flow through holes 45 to hold 
the pressure in chamber 46 at a substantially constant 
value above the pressure in conduit 3. The force applied 
by spring 44 on piston 42 can be set to maintain a func- 
tional pressure drop across regulators 16 and 25 at all 
operating conditions. No other minimum pressure-level 
setting regulator is required by the engine-fuel control 
system. 

As described above, the flow that is delivered to the 
engine through conduit 3 is the flow that passes through 
restriction 19; and, the pressure drop across restriction 
19 is equal to the pressure drop across restriction 21. 
The pressure drop across restriction 21 is generated by 
the flow driven through it by pump 18 and can be ex- 
pressed as: 




(3) 
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Where: 

— Pressure drop across restriction 21 

p — Fuel density 

D — Volume displaced by pump 18 per revolution of 5 
engine gas generator 

N — Rotational speed of engine gas generator 

Ar — Effective orifice area of restriction 21 

K — Dimensional constant 

The weight flow rate throug restriction 19 is 10 

»f>= KAsV^^ (4) 

where: 

Wf — Weight flow rate 15 

Ab— Effective orifice area of restriction 19 

substituting equation (3) in equation (4) gives 

{AbDN/Ab) ... 

20 

Equation (2) can be written 

K^P^N ( 6 ) 

It can be seen from equations (5) and (6) that the 
system will deliver fuel in accordance with equation (6) 
provided that it is constructed so that 

Ab^{K,AbP2/D) (7) 

As shown by equation (7) fuel will be delivered accord- 
ing to the zero slope acceleration limit shown in FIG. 2 
provided the effective orifice area of flow restriction 19 30 
is made to vary linearly with compressor inlet pressure 
as defined by equation (7). 

To meet the nonlinear acceleration limit shown in 
FIG. 2, this invention provides a flow restriction 19 
comprising an orifice the area of which varies linearly 35 
with compressor inlet pressure and a parallel orifice that 
varies nonlinearly with the rotational speed of the en- 
gine gas generator (hereinafter referred to as engine 
speed). The orifice array of this invention that forms 
restriction 19 includes the above said parallel pair and 40 
other variable orifices that are employed to meet other 
requirements. The full orifice array is shown schemati- 
cally in FIG. 4. The orifice array forming restriction 19 
is housed in body 1 and as shown in FIG. 4, comprises; 
engine air inlet pressure responsive orifice assembly 50, 45 
engine speed responsive orifice assembly 51, and gover- 
nor orifice assembly 52. 

Orifice assembly 50 comprises spool 53, sleeve 54, 
aneroid bellows 55 and input bellows 56. Spool 53 has 
lands 57, 58, and 59. Land 59 coacts with port 60 in 50 
sleeve 54 and land 58 coacts with port 61 to form vari- 
able orifices 62 and 63, respectively. Ports 60 and 61 
have constant lateral dimensions and thereby the areas 
of orifice 62 and 63 vary linearly with axial movement 
of spool 53. Bellows 56 is fastened to wall 181 of cham- 55 
ber 182 and to the end of land 57 of spool 53. Similarly, 
bellows 55 is fastened to wall 183 of chamber 184 and to 
the end of land 59 of spool 53. Chambers 182 and 184 
communicate, through conduits 185 and 186, respec- 
tively, with conduit 4 (shown in FIG. 3). Compressor 60 
inlet pressure communicates with bellows 56 through 
tube 49, and accordingly spool 53 is displaced axially 
under the linear spring restraint of bellows 55 and 56 so 
that the area of orifices 62 and 63 increase linearly with 
increase in compressor inlet pressure. Flow from con- 65 
duit 17 is transmitted to orifice 63 through conduit 64 
and hole 65 in sleeve 54; and, flow from conduit 17 is 
transmitted to orifice 62 through conduit 66 and hole 67 
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in sleeve 54. Orifice 63 discharges into conduit 68 and 
orifice 62 discharges into conduit 69. 

Orifice assembly 51 comprises spool 70 (shown in 
partial cross-section) sleeve 71 and springs 72 and 13. 
Spool 70 has lands 74 and 75 which coact with port 76 
in sleeve 71 to form variable orifice 77. Spring 72 is 
compressed between the end of land 74 and the end wall 
of chamber 78; and spring 73 is compressed between the 
end of land 75 and the end wall of chamber 79. Chamber 
78 communicates with conduit 41 through conduits 80, 
68 and 101; and, chamber 79 communicates with con- 
duit 17 through conduit 81. The pressure difference 
acting axially on spool 70 is thereby the pressure drop 
across restriction 19; and through the action of pressure 
regulators 16 and 25 this pressure drop is equal to the 
pressure drop across restriction 21. Thereby, the pres- 
sure difference acting axially on spool 70 is, as given by 
equation (3), proportional to the square of engine speed. 
This pressure difference, acting against the restraint of 
springs 72 and 73, moves spool 70 axially in sleeve 71 
with changing engine speed. Hole 82 in spool 70 trans- 
mits flow from conduit 81 to the annular space between 
lands 74 and 75. 

In FIG. 4, the position of spool 70 that is shown is 
representative of a low engine speed. With increasing 
engine speed the pressure difference drives the spool 
upward from the position that is shown in FIG. 4. 1 find 
from engine data that with spool .70 being axially posi- 
tioned in proportion to the source of engine speed, that 
the required variation of the area of orifice 77 with axial 
position of spool 70 is characteristically as shown 
graphically in FIG. 5. There are three linear regions in 
the characteristic shown in FIG. 5, there being a posi- 
tive slope in the low engine speed range, a negative but 
equal slope in the high speed range and a zero slope in 
the mid speed range. This characteristic can be pro- 
vided by the orifice assembly 51 illustrated in FIG, 4 
wherein port 76 is axially of constant width and wherein 
the axial distance between lands 74 and 75 is greater 
than the axial length of port 76. 

With this assembly the area of orifice 77 increases 
with speed as the annular edge of land 74 moves upward 
with speed (in the low speed range), the area remains 
constant with speed starting from the speed at which 
the annular edge of land 74 passes the upper edge of 
port 76 and until the annular edge of land 75 reaches the 
lower edge of port 76. Land 75 moves over port 76 with 
further upward travel of spool 70, thereby reducing the 
area of orifice 76 with increasing speed (in the high 
speed range). Flow from variable orifice 77 is transmit- 
ted to conduit 69 through conduit 83. 

Orifice assembly 52, illustrated in FIG. 4, comprises: 
spool 84, mating sleeve 85, bias spring 86, loading spring 
89, rack piston 90, pinion 91 and power control spindle 
88. Spool 84 has lands 92 and 93 and head 94. Land 93 
coacts with port 95 in sleeve 85 to form variable orifice 
96. Flow from variable orifices 62 and 77 is transmitted 
to variable orifice 96 through conduit 69 and opening 97 
in sleeve 85. Head 94 operates as a piston in chamber 98. 
Head 94 communicates at its outer face with conduit 17 
through conduit 81, damping orifice 99 and conduit 100. 
The outer end of land 92 communicates with conduit 41 
through conduit 101 and the annular face of head 94 
communicates with conduit 41 through conduit 102. 
Loading spring 89 acts between rack piston 90 and the 
outer end of land 92, and bias spring 86 acts between 
spring head 103 and the outer end of head 94. Spring 
head 103 is held in place by rod 104. Rod 104 is held 
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slidably in bore 105 in body 1, through which, as will be 
explained, orifice assembly 52 is made to interact with 
the corrected speed servomotor. 

Through the communication with conduits 17 and 41, 
the pressure differential that acts on the ends of gover- 
nor spool 84 is proportional to the square of engine 
speed. The equilibrium, axial position of spool 84 in 
sleeve 85 is determined by the balance of spring and 
pressure differential induced forces that act on spool 84. 


passes through orifice 120, passage 122 and conduit 22 
to chamber 124 of flow restriction 23. 

At the initiation of cranking of the engine, piston 107 
is held at the limit of advance toward metering rod 109 
by spring 108 and snap ring 119 (as drawn in FIG. 6). 
The increase in the rotational speed of pump 18 which 
follows engine ignition produces an increase in the pres- 
sure drop across orifice 120 which moves piston 107 
away from metering rod 109. The metering rod 109 is 


At an equilibrium position, the area of orifice 96 is much 10 contoured so that the free area between orifice 120 and 
smaller than the areas of orifices^ 62, 63 and 77 and, rod 109 increases as piston 107 moves away from rod 
accordingly, the rate of fuel flow to the engine is deter- 109. The smaller effective orifice area of restriction 21 
mined principally by orifice 96. Upon an increase in that is produced in the starting speed range by the inter- 
engine speed, at fixed position of spindle 88, the increase action of piston 107 and metering rod 109 provides the 
in the pressure differential acting on spool 84 moves 15 starting speed range enrichment that is specified by the 


spool 84 in the upward direction in FIG. 4 to reduce the 
area of orifice 96 and thereby to reduce the rate of fuel 
flow to the engine. 

Sudden incremental rotation of spindle 88 to drive 


nonlinear acceleration limit shown in FIG. 2. The en- 
riching effect of reduction of effective orifice area of 
restriction 21 is defined by equation (5). At the upper 
limit of the starting speed range, piston 107 abuts end 


rack piston 90 in the downward direction in FIG. 4 20 wall 118 and remains at that position at all higher engine 


increases the force applied to spool 84 by loading spring 
89 and thereby drives spool 84 in the downward direc- 
tion to increase the area of orifice 96. The increase in 
fuel flow rate to the engine that results from the in- 


speeds. 

As previously described, the flow rate of the fuel that 
passes through flow restriction 21 is proportional to 
mechanical engine speed and this flow rate passes unat- 


crease in the area of orifice 96 is limited by orifices 62, 25 tenuatedly to flow restriction 23 through conduit 22. 


63 and 77 in accordance with flow regulating action of 
these orifices previously described. The increasing en- 
gine speed that results from the increased fuel flow rate 
causes the pressure differential acting on spool 84 to 


Flow restriction 23 comprises: orifice carrier 125, ori- 
fice 126, metering rod 127 and temperature actuator 
arm 128. Carrier 125 has cylindrical section 129, cham- 
ber 130 and external threads 131. Cylindrical section 


increase, thereby driving spool 84 upward to reduce the 30 129 mates with bore 132 and threads 131 mate with 


area or orifice 96. This area reduction continues until a 
new equilibrium position of spool 84 is reached, at 
which point the engine is at a new equilibrium speed. 

Sudden incremental rotation of spindle 88 to drive 
rack piston 90 in the upward direction in FIG. 4 de- 
creases the force applied to spool 84 by loading spring 
89, the resulting force unbalance driving spool 84 in the 
upward direction in FIG. 4 to reduce the area of orifice 
96 to a lower value or to zero. When the area of orifice 


internal threads 114 in body 1. Orifice 126, cylindrical 
section 129 and threads 131 are concentric. Metering 
rod 127 lies in orifice 126 and is fastened to temperature 
actuator arm 128 by ball joint 134, and is held substan- 
35 tially concentric with orifice 126 thereby. Temperature 
actuator 135 comprises: oil filled bellows 136, capillary 
sensor line 8 and output rod 137. As shown in FIG. 1, 
sensor line 8 connects to compressor inlet air tempera- 
ture sensor 7. Sensor 7, sensor line 8 and bellows 136 


96 is driven to zero, flow from orifices 62 and 77 are 40 form a common oil chamber. The fixed head 138 of 


blocked and the flow to the engine is controlled by 
orifices 63 alone. In this mode, the deceleration limit is 
in accordance with the lower equation (2) limit identi- 
fied in FIG. 2. If complete shut-off under deceleration is 


bellows 136 is suitably fastened to wall 139 of chamber 
124 and sensor line 8 passes out of body 1 through a 
fluid tight joint. Output rod 137 is fastened to free head 
140 of bellows 136 and engages crank arm 141 through 


required, orifice assembly 50 is reduced to a two land 45 pin 142 and slot 143. Crank arm 141, temperature actua- 
spool configuration in which orifice 63 is eliminated. tor arm 128 and temperature actuator arm 110 are fas- 

The functional requirements of the mechanical speed tened to shaft 144. Expansion of the oil in sensor 7 with 

sensing flow restriction 21 and corrected speed sensing increase in compressor inlet air temperature causes bel- 
flow restriction 23 are provided by the mechanism illus- lows 139 to expand downward in FIG. 6, causing tem- 
trated in FIG. 6. As shown in FIG. 6, mechanical speed 50 perature actuator arm 110 and temperature actuator 


sensing flow restriction 21 comprises: carrier 106, piston 
107, spring 108, metering rod 109 and temperature actu- 
ator arm 110. Carrier 106 has coaxial cylindrical sec- 
tions 111 and 112 and external threads 113. Cylindrical 


arm 128 to rotate counterclockwise in FIG. 6. The 
counterclockwise rotation of arm 128 draws metering 
rod 127 out of orifice 126. Metering rod 127 is so con- 
toured that the free area between orifice 126 and rod 


sections 111 and 112 mate with bore 115 and threads 113 55 127 increases as rod 127 is withdrawn, the free area 


mate with internal threads 114 in body 1. Piston 107 
mates slidably with bore 116 in carrier 106. Spring 108 
engages the head of piston 107 and end wall 118 of bore 
116. Snap ring 119 retains piston 107 in bore 116. Orifice 


being substantially proportional to the square root of 
compressor air inlet temperature. With the effective 
orifice area of flow restriction 23 being proportional to 
the square root of compressor air inlet temperature and 


120 in the head of piston 107, bore 116 and section 111 60 the flow rate there through being proportional to the 


are concentric. Metering rod 109 lies in orifice 120 and 
is fastened to temperature actuator arm 110 by ball joint 
121, and is held substantially concentric with orifice 120 
thereby. Passage 122 in carrier 106 connects bore 116 to 


mechanical engine speed it follows that the pressure 
drop across flow restriction 23 will be proportional to 
the square of mechanical engine speed divided by com- 
pressor air inlet temperature. This ratio is known as the 


annulus 123 in bore 115. Conduit 22 connects annulus 65 square of corrected engine speed. Flow from orifice 126 
123 to chamber 124 of flow restriction 23. passes into chamber 130 from which it is conducted by 

Flow from pump 18 is conducted by conduit 20 into conduit 117 to chamber 46 of regulator 24. As will be 
chamber 125 of flow restriction 21, from which the flow explained, branch conduit 146 transmits the pressure 



4 , 078,378 


9 

downstream of flow restriction 23 to the corrected 
speed servomotor (shown in FIG. 8). As shown in FIG. 

3, branch conduit 39 transmits the pressure upstream of 
flow restriction 23 to pressure regulator 25. 

Shaft 144 passes from chamber 124 to chamber 125 5 
through a suitable shaft seal (not shown). The counter- 
clockwise rotation of shaft 144 with increase in com- 
pressor air inlet temperature causes metering rod 109 to 
withdraw from orifice 120. To achieve the corrected 
speed limiting function the free area between orifice 120 10 
and rod 109 must increase as rod 109 withdraws from 
orifice 120. This requirement is in concurrence with the 
requirement for starting range enrichment described 
previously. The increase in the effective orifice area of 
flow restriction 21 with increase in compressor air inlet 15 
temperature causes a reduction in the pressure drop 
across flow restriction 21 with increase in compressor 
air inlet temperature at constant mechanical engine 
speed. At fixed position of spindle 88 of orifice assembly 
52 the reduction in pressure drop across flow restriction 20 
21 causes spool 84 to move downward in FIG. 4 
thereby opening orifice 96 and increasing the rate of 
fuel flow to the engine. 

The engine accelerates as a result of the increased fuel 
flow rate until the force balance on spool 84 is restored. 25 
The equilibrium engine speed thereby rises as the com- 
pressor inlet air temperature rises. Corrected speed can 
be held constant by this means through a contour of rod 
109 that causes the free area between orifice 120 and rod 
109 to be proportional to the square root of compressor 30 
air inlet temperature. By selection of the rate of travel of 
rod 109 with compressor air inlet temperature and the 
rate of travel of piston 107 with pressure drop across 
flow restriction 21, the contour requirements of rod 109 
for corrected speed limiting and for starting enrichment 35 
can be simultaneously met. 

Corrected speed limiting is required only at low com- 
pressor air inlet temperatures. Thus above a specific 
temperature the withdrawal of rod 109 from orifice 120 
must cease. This limit is set by stop 145 which projects 40 
into chamber 125 and is fastened to body 1 by external 
thread 146 and mating internal thread 147. Arm 110 is 
fastened to shaft 144 by torsion spring 148 and, as 
shown in FIG. 7, by pin 149. Pin 149, which is radially 
press fitted in shaft 144 is urged toward the position in 45 
arcuate slot 150 shown in FIG. 7 by torsion spring 148. 
Spring 148 engages hole 181 in shaft 144 and the radial 
lever of arm 110 as shown in FIGS. 6 and 7. 

When arm 110 contacts stop 145 under rising com- 
pressor inlet air temperature, rotation of arm 110 stops 50 
but rotation of shaft 144 and arm 128 continues through 
movement of pin 149 in slot 150 and winding of spring 
148. This action permits temperature actuator 135 to 
position metering rod 127 in orifice 126 at compressor 
air inlet temperatures above the maximum temperature 55 
of corrected speed limiting. 

The screw engagements of orifice carriers 106 and 
125 provide the means for tolerance stack-up adjust- 
ment and for fuel density adjustment of flow restrictions 
21 and 23. 60 

The corrected speed servomotor responds to the 
pressure drop across corrected speed sensing flow re- 
striction 23 and positions the engine power turbine vane 
through servomotor output link 6 and control arm 13 
(FIG. 1). The corrected speed servomotor, which is 65 
shown schematically in FIG. 8, is of the well-known 
force feedback type. Servomotor output link 6 is pivot- 
ally coupled to output shaft 151. The servomotor valve 
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spool 152 is rigidly coupled to corrected speed piston 
153 at land 154. Piston 153 is further rigidly coupled to 
shaft 104 which abuts bias spring 86 through spring cap 
103. The diameter of rod 104 is preferably equal to the 
diameter of spool 152. The center land 155 of spool 152 
communicates through conduit 156 with conduit 2, 
conduit 2 having the highest pressure in the system. 

Lands 154 and 157 of spool valve 152 communicate 
through conduits 158 and 159 with conduit 4, conduit 4 
having the lowest pressure of the system. Servomotor 
piston 160 operates in bore 161. Output shaft 151 is 
integral with piston 160 and slides out of body, 1 
through bore 162. Chamber 163 of bore 161 communi- 
cates with spool 152 through conduit 164 and chamber 
165 of bore 161 communicates with spool 152 through 
conduit 166. Feed-back arm 167 contacts cam 168 
which is integral with piston 160 and arm 167 is fastened 
to pin 169. Pin 169 is journaled in body 1 (not shown) 
and passes from chamber 165 to chamber 170 through a 
suitable seal (not shown). Chamber 170 communicates 
through conduit 187, in common with chamber 98. 
Second feedback arm 171, in chamber 170, is fastened to 
pin 169 and is pivotally coupled to link 172. Link 172 
pivots on fulcrum 173 and is pivotally coupled to spring 
cap 174. Feedback spring 175 is compressed between 
cap 174 and the end of spool 152 that projects into 
chamber 170. 

A force applied in the downward direction shown in 
FIG. 8 to valve spool 152 causes a downward move- 
ment of spool 152, spool 152 thereby communicating a 
high pressure source to chamber 163 and communicat- 
ing a low pressure sink to chamber 165. The resulting 
downward movement of piston 160 causes a counter- 
clockwise rotation of feedback arm 167, pin 169 and 
second feedback arm 171. Simultaneously, link 172 ro- 
tates clockwise about fulcrum 173 and drives spring cap 
174 upward. The upward movement of cap 174 pro- 
duces compression of spring 173 and an attendant in- 
crease in upward force on spool 152. This action contin- 
ues until the force produced by feedback spring 175 
equals the applied force, at which point the valve spool 

152 is at the null position drawn in FIG. 8. This action 
produces the well knwn characteristic of the force-feed- 
back servomotor i.e.: the equilibrium position of piston 
160 and output shaft 151 is proportional to the force 
applied to spool 152. 

In the system of the invention the axial forces that act 
on spool 152 are: the downward force applied by spring 
86, the downward force applied by the pressure differ- 
ence across piston 153, and the upward force applied by 
spring 175. Piston 153 operates slidably in bore 176 in 
body 1. Conduit 177 communicates chamber 178 of 
bore 176 with conduit 41 and conduits 145 and 146 
communicate chamber 179 of bore 176 with chamber 46 
of pressure regulator 24 (as shown in FIG. 6). The pres- 
sure in conduit 41 is substantially equal to the pressure 
in conduit 22 through the action of pressure regulator 
25. Accordingly, the pressure difference across piston 

153 is substantially equal to the pressure drop across the 
corrected speed sensing flow restriction 23. Chamber 98 
communicates with chamber 170 through conduit 187 
and therefore the axial forces induced by the pressure 
acting on the end of spool 152 in chamber 170 and by 
the pressure acting on the end of rod 104 in chamber 98 
are made to cancel by making the diameter of rod 104 
equal to the diameter of spool 152. 

As now described, the corrected speed servomotor 
output shaft 151 moves in the downward direction 
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(c) a third actuator ine^ns that is coupled to the area 
control element of said third variable orifice, said 
third actuator means being responsive to the pres- 
sure drop across said third flow restriction means 
in said second branch conduit and thereby being 5 
responsive to engine rotational speed, said third 
actuator being operable to decrease the area of said 
third variable orifice with increasing speed of said 
engine. 

3. A fuel control in accordance with claim 2 and 10 
having means defining a power control lever, said 
power control lever being coupled to said third actuator 
means, said third actuator means being operable to in- 
crease the area of said third variable orifice with in- 
creasing setting of said power lever and being operable 

to decrease the area of said third variable orifice with 
increasing speed of said engine. 

4. In the system of claim 2, said second variable ori- 
fice being a spool valve, said spool valve comprising: 

(a) a spool member, said spool member having a first 
and a second land, said lands being separated by a 
central region of smaller diameter and a passage 
being in said spool member, said passage communi- 
cating the end of said first land with said central 
region; 

(b) a sleeve member, said sleeve member having bore 

mating with said spool member and having an axi- 
ally aligned rectangular port, said port communi- 
cating with the bore of said sleeve and the up- 
stream side of said third variable orifice, the axial 
length of said axially aligned rectangular port being 
smaller than the length of said central region of said 
spool member, and said sleeve member having end 
walls, 35 

(c) a first and a second spring, said springs coacting 
between said end walls of said sleeve member and 
the ends of said spool member; and, 

(d) passage means, said passage means comprising 
passages opening into said bore at said end walls 4^ 
and communicating the end of said first land of said 
spool member with pressure in said inlet conduit, 
and communicating the end of said second land of 
said spool member with the pressure downstream 
of said third flow restriction means, said spool 45 
member being thereby responsive to engine rota- 
tional speed and said second variable orifice being 
thereby operable under varying engine rotational 
speed to provide an orifice of increasing area with 
speed in low speed region, constant area in a mid 50 
speed region and decreasing area with speed in a 
high speed region. 

5. A fuel control in accordance with claim 1 and 
having actuator means responsive to the pressure drop 
across said second flow restriction means in said first 55 
branch conduit, said actuator means being operable to 
alter variable geometric elements of said engine. 

6. The actuator means in claim 5 being a hydraulic 
servomotor of the force feedback type, said servomotor 
being responsive to the pressure drop across said second 60 
flow restriction means in said first branch conduit. 

7. A fuel control in accordance with claim 1 and 
having an actuator means responsive to the pressure 
downstream of said third flow restriction means in said 
second branch conduit and to the pressure downstream 65 
of said second flow restriction means in said first branch 
conduit, said actuator means being operable to alter 
variable geometric elements of said engine. 
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8. In claim 1 said second flow restriction in said first 
branch conduit being a variable orifice, said variable 
orifice being responsive to the temperature of the air 
entering said engine, whereby the area of said variable 
orifice is made to increase with said temperature. 

9. In claim 1 said first flow restriction means in said 
first branch conduit being a variable orifice, said vari- 
able orifice being responsive to the rotational speed of 
said engine, the temperature of the air entering said 
engine and to a mechanical means, whereby said area of 
said variable orifice is made to increase with engine 
speed, to increase with said temperature and to increase 
or decrease with said mechanical means. 

10. In claim 1 said first flow restriction in said first 
branch conduit being a variable orifice, said variable 
orifice comprising: 

(a) a carrier member having: a bore; a pressure re- 
sponsive, spring-biased piston; said orifice extend- 
ing through said piston, said piston being urged 
against said spring bias by the pressure drop across 
said orifice in said piston; 

(b) a metering rod, said rod being axially moveable in 
said orifice in said piston to form said variable 
orifice and being operable to decrease the area of 
said variable orifice upon penetration into said 
orifice in said piston. 

(c) a temperature responsive actuator, said actuator 
being responsive to temperature of the air entering 
said engine and being operable to axially displace 
said metering rod relative to said piston to increase 
the area of said variable orifice with increase in said 
air temperature; and, 

(d) structural means manually operable to axially 
displace said carrier member relative to said meter- 
ing rod. 

11. The actuator means of claim 7 being a hydraulic 
servomotor of the force feed-back type and having: an 
input rod, said rod being connected to a chambered 
moveable wall; a first conduit communicating one side 
of said moveable wall to the downstream side of said 
third flow restriction means in said second branch con- 
duit; and a second conduit communicating the opposite 
side of said moveable wall to the downstream side of 
said second flow restriction means in said first branch 
conduit. 

12. A fuel control comprising the elements of claim 3 
and having a force link transmitting force from said 
third actuator means to said input rod of said servomo- 
tor. 

13. Claim 11 plus a three-way valve being in said 
second conduit, said three-way vdve being operative to 
selectively communicate said opposite side of said 
moveable wall to said downstream side of said second 
flow restriction means in said first branch conduit or to 
a lower pressure source. 

14. A system in accordance with claim 1, and having 
an actuator that is responsive to the inlet air tempera- 
ture of said engine and wherein: 

(a) said first flow restriction means in said first branch 
conduit is a first variable orifice, said orifice having 
a first area control element; 

(b) said second flow restriction means in said first 
branch conduit is a second variable orifice, said 
second variable orifice having a second area con- 
trol element; 

(c) said first area control element is connected to a 
first lever, and said second area control element is 
connected to a second lever, said levers being 
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mounted perpendicularly on a journaled shaft and 
being thereby operative to move said area control 
elements upon rotation of said shaft, and said actua- 
tor being operative to rotate said shaft. 

(d) said second lever being rigidly coupled to said 5 
shaft; 

(e) said first lever having a bore mating rotatably with 
said shaft, and having an arcuate slot segment con- 
tiguous with said bore, said shaft lying in said bore 
and having a perpendicularly projecting pin, said 10 
pin nesting in said slot and being operative to allow 
rotation of said shaft in said bore within the arc 
length defined by the contact of said pin with the 
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circumferential ends of said slot, said pin being 
urged against a first circumferential end of said slot 
by a torsion spring, said spring engaging said shaft 
and said second lever, said second lever being rota- 
tionally locked to said shaft when said pin is made 
to contact said first circumferential end of said slot; 
and said shaft being rotatable in said bore through 
said arc length when said second lever contacts an 
external stop under rotation of said shaft, said tor- 
sion spring being operative to wind and said pin 
being operative to move in said slot away from said 
first circumferential end of said slot. 

* * * * * 
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